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ORANGE COUNTY WATER DISTRICT AND ORANGE COUNTY SANITATION 
DISTRICT RECEIVE REGIONAL PUBLIC RELATIONS AWARD OF EXCELLENCE  

FOR GWRS BOTTLED WATER CAMPAIGN 
 
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, Calif. (October 3, 2018) The Orange County Water District (OCWD; District) 
and Orange County Sanitation District (OCSD) received the 2018 Award of Excellence from the 
Orange County Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America (OCPRSA) for the agencies’ 
“GWRS Bottled Water Campaign.”  The award was presented during PRSA’s 43rd annual PROTOS 
awards ceremony, themed #INSPIRED, on Sept. 27, 2018, which honored this past year’s public 
relations extraordinary tactics and programs. 

OCWD and OCSD submitted their project in the “Special Events and Observances” category in 
which they proved that they successfully incorporated research, planning, execution, and 
evaluation into a challenging public relations campaign. The two agencies teamed with Dick 
Jones Communications to draft a communications plan and to help carry out many of the 
extensive aspects of the project. 

“This OCPRSA recognition honors the continued hard work and creative outreach staff performs 
for the betterment of its community and those beyond to receive quality, reliable water from 
new sources,” said OCWD President Denis Bilodeau. “Our vision is to see Orange County and all 
of California have ample water.” 

The two agencies, with WateReuse, helped to pass Assembly Bill 2022, which now allows the 
bottling of advanced purified water for educational purposes. OCWD and OCSD, partners in the 
Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS)—the largest advanced purification project of its 
kind in the world—were the first in the Western Hemisphere to bottle recycled water. 

The project, for which they received the OCPRSA Award of Excellence, included a year-long 
California tour to bring bottled water and information to about 17,000 people from San Diego 
to Sacramento to educate audiences about the reliability and quality of this new source of 
water.  It also included four primary campaign events: the GWRS bottled recycled water launch, 
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the #GetOverIt! challenge for media and social media influencers to taste GWRS water and 
report about it, the GWRS 10th anniversary Winter Fest community party, and the Guinness 
World Records™ attempt to recycle the most wastewater to drinking water in 24 hours, for 
which the agencies garnered the Guinness title. 

“’The GWRS Bottled Water Campaign’ reached beyond the borders of Orange County to help 
similar advanced purification projects in California succeed by educating people to get over the 
‘yuck’ factor that has doomed many projects in the past,” says OCSD Board Chairman Greg 
Sebourn.  “The bottled water tour allowed people who might not otherwise be able, to taste it 
for themselves and get over it. The events garnered additional acknowledgment and 
acceptance that there are viable sources of recycled water to be tapped.” 

OCWD and OCSD are dedicated to the creation, promotion and management of recycled water 
education programs throughout Orange County, California.  

The Orange County Chapter of the Public Relations Society of America is the nation’s largest 
national association of public relations professionals. 

About OCWD  

The Orange County Water District is committed to enhancing Orange County’s groundwater quality and 
reliability in an environmentally friendly and economical manner. The following cities rely on the 
groundwater basin, managed by OCWD, to provide 75 percent of their water demands: Anaheim, Buena 
Park, Costa Mesa, Cypress, Fountain Valley, Fullerton, Garden Grove, Huntington Beach, Irvine, La 
Palma, Los Alamitos, Newport Beach, Orange, Placentia, Santa Ana, Seal Beach, Stanton, Tustin, Villa 
Park, Westminster, and Yorba Linda. For more information about OCWD, please visit www.ocwd.com. 

About OCSD 

OCSD is a public agency that provides wastewater collection, treatment, and recycling for approximately 
2.6 million people in central and northwest Orange County. OCSD is a special district that is governed by 
a 25-member Board of Directors comprised of 20 cities, four special districts, and one representative 
from the Orange County Board of Supervisors. OCSD has two operating facilities that treat wastewater 
from residential, commercial and industrial sources. For more information, about the Orange County 
Sanitation District visit www.ocsd.com or call (714) 962-2411. 
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